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WEEK AFIELD SOUTHERN ARIZONA 


SEVEN PHOTOS THE AUTHOR 


DISTANT fields the greenest, the giant mesquites and 
sahuaros the vicinity Tucson seemed more inviting than the for- 
ests the Mountains where was collecting rather 
unsuccessfully the time. Consequently, May 20, 1911, set out with 
Mexican moso, George. left Berner’s Ramsay Canyon six 
and, the machine ran well, were thirty-two miles our journey nine 
o’clock spite some very rough going. this point defective trans- 
mission gear broke and began repairs. will not inflict the reader the 
way passed the balance the day. sixteen mile walk, luckily found 
telephone and some accommodating friends from Tombstone furnished new 
gear and 7:30 that evening were our way once more. 

had had little chance look for birds but saw few. Scorched 
Horned Larks (Otocoris alpestris adusta) were very numerous and evidently 
nesting. saw one carrying grass and found its partially completed nest. While 
walking secure assistance also found nest the White-necked Raven 
(Corvus cryptoleucus) containing seven fresh eggs. The nest was placed 
tall yucca standing out the mesa. Farther encountered some full grown 
young Western Horned Owls (Bubo virginianus pallescens) grove giant 
cottonwoods. They appeared have been raised old hawk’s nest the top 
one the trees. Here also met the Vermilion Flycatcher (Pyrocephalus 
rubinus mexicanus), Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens), Lucy 
Warbler (Vermivora luciae), Sonora Yellow Warbler. (Dendroica aestiva sonor- 
ana), Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis), Say Phoebe (Sayornis sayus), 
White-winged Dove (Melopelia asiatica), Mourning Dove (Zenaidura macroura 
carolinensis), Mexican Ground Dove (Chaemepelia pallescens), and Desert 
Sparrow Hawk (Falco sparverius phalaena). 
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spent the night the Empire ranch, getting there after dark with but 
forty miles our trip completed. camped under small mesquite short 
distance from the ranch house and close mixed grove willows and cotton- 
woods. Hundreds the Western Kingbirds were nesting this grove, which 
was quite extensive, and adjacent mesquites. All the other small species pre- 
viously mentioned were found here. Also the Desert Sparrow bilin- 
eata deserticola) and Killdeer vociferus). 

four o’clock the next morning the Kingbirds began calling, and before 
was light thoroughly awakened that got and prepared our breakfasts. 
Five-thirty, with the sun just peeping over the Whetstone Mountains the east, 
found the road. From here climbed long, easy grade over the Black 
Horse mountains and started down the other side, passing through Rosemont 
with its deserted buildings, and last crossed the Southern Pacific Railroad 
Here, investigated numerous nests the Palmer Thrasher 
curvirostre palmeri) the chollas along the roadside and collected one nice set 


Fig. 13. LOOKING DOWN SABINO CANYON, IN THE WESTERN FOOTHILLS OF THE 
SANTA CATALINA MOUNTAINS, ARIZONA 


three eggs. Incubation was fresh. About noon rolled into Tucson, having 
lunched few miles out. recorded eighty-eight miles this point. 

Having filled our reservoirs, left for Sabino Canyon the Santa Catalina 
mountains, northeast Tucson. Rough roads and heavy sands were met with 
most the way. Passing through deserted Fort Lowell, wondered which 
the old ruins Major Bendire had made his home. crossed the Rillito wash 
and were soon among the giant cactus. Some Western Martins (Progne subis 
hesperia) were seen hovering about one and investigating its various nesting holes. 

Boulders and high center required some road work, but with pick and 
shovel removed them and were not long delayed. Three found 
Sabino Canyon, fourteen miles from Tucson and the “head navigation” for 
all vehicles. There were numerous Sunday picnic parties about, but six 
o’clock they had all gone and were left alone. had spent the intervening 
hours reconnoitering the canyon, looking for Broad-billed Hummers (Cynan- 
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thus latirostris). Males were quite but saw only one female. Arizona 
Hooded Orioles cucullatus nelsoni) were nesting large 
also found nest full young Arizona Woodpeckers (Dryobates old 
enough leave the nest when climbed up. The nest was forty feet dead 
branch small cottonwood. The parents were gathering food from the giant 
cactus with which the sides the canyon were thickly studded. 

soon began grow dark, the whimpering calls Elf Owls 
from 
every side. Two alighted 
mesquite, almost within reach 
our hands lay beneath 
it. They were not the least 
afraid though talked 
and moved quite freely. 
high the rim 
came the “whoo-whoo” 
Western Horned Owl, and 
could see silhouetted against 
the sky flew from one 
another. The owls all ceased 
calling shortly after became 
real dark, and the canyon was 
utter silence. The cessation 
the calling was abrupt that 
could almost feel the silence. 

While getting breakfast the 
next morning heard 
optila plumbea) calling, and 
after few search 
found its partially completed 
nest small palo verde. The 
nest was about three feet from 
the ground. Both birds were 
present but the female only was 
building. 

spent the balance the 
morning looking for 
billed Hummers’ nests but were 
unsuccessful. One female was 
seen but was too swift and shy 
for locate her nest. Fig. INTO THE NEST HOLE 
Judging from her actions she GILA WOODPECKER. THE — HAND BRANCH 

HELD AN ELF OWL'S NEST 

had one near by, as_ she 

resented the intrusion Black Phoebe (Sayornis nigricans) and actually drove 
away. Several pairs Verdins flaviceps) were building bushes 
along the sides the canyon, and two male Arizona Cardinals (Cardinalis 
scolded us, but could not locate their nests nor see the females. 
pair Ravens (Corvus corax sinuatus) were seen feeding their young nest 
placed small cave near the top low cliff. Nests Arizona Hooded 
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Orioles were everywhere, and contained variously fresh incubated eggs 
young just hatched. Several pairs Rock Wrens (Salpinctes obsoletus) were 
present, and pair Canyon Wrens (Catherpes mexicanus conspersus) were 
feeding family full grown young. 
Discouraged our poor luck, worked back down the canyon, going some 
distance below our camping place. nest full young Black Phoebes was 
found ledge under projecting boulder. Several White-throated Swifts 
(Aeronautes melanoleucus) were skimming pool water. Otherwise the 
results were counterpart our experience the canyon. investigated 
several giant cactuses without finding anything except family young Gila 
Woodpeckers (Centurus uropygialis). There were three young fully grown. 
Returning the machine, lunched, loaded our dunnage, 
toward Tucson. stopped where the Martins had been seen but there were 
signs nests. using considerable care was able climb about dozen 
the largest giants. Three Elf Owls were found their nests and one set three 
incubated eggs secured. The other two nests contained newly hatched young and 
pipped eggs. several varieties were present, and found several 
nests Palmer Thrasher. One set four eggs was secured, very unusual 
but one other set four, taken the Huachuca 
Mountains. 
walked about mile from this point and came the wash from Sabino 
Canyon. Sycamores and cottonwood with few willows and ash trees formed 
the fringe along it, life was very scarce. found House Finch’s nest 
built old Oriole’s nest. contained five fresh eggs. Four the 
usual set this section, though five not uncommon number. Returning 

the machine from here, continued into Tucson, and picked our ladder 
which had ordered. was light affair sixteen feet long and was readily 
carried alongside over the fenders. 

Since was late this time, could make but short run few miles 
east town and camp. Darkness overtook before finished supper and had 
the beds made down. Texas Nighthawks were quite 
numerous and darted back and forth close our heads. The growth was prin- 
cipally chollas and grease-wood, with some small mesquite and few palo verde. 
Bendire Thrashers bendirei), Palmer Thrashers, Plumbeous Gnat- 
catchers, Cactus Wrens (Heleodytes brunneicapillus couesi) and Road-runners 
californianus) constituted the bird life that immediate section. 
Nests young all the species mentioned were found few minutes walk the 
next morning. secured one set fresh eggs Bendire Thrasher and found 
several nests the same ready for eggs. seemed just between the time 
for the first and second broods for them. Many young the first brood were 
seen running around among the chollas. 

did not tarry long here but pulled out for the mesquite forest eleven 
miles south the city. The newly completed road was inches deep with dust, and 
the old road full chuck holes, going was slow. Arriving the first sahuaro, 
scarred with the assaults former years, shouldered the ladder and George 
carried the other traps. few moments was among the arms old 
antagonist (they always seem such me), and the first hole cut into gave 
fine set three Elf Owl. lifted the bird from the nest and tossed her into the 
air. She dropped like stone nearly the ground and then spread her wings 
and flew off into the underbrush. Incubation was well begun. Carrying 
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ladder the next giant examined the holes the arms first and found three 
young Gilded Flickers (Colaptes chrysoides) one them. One after another 
they left the nest and flew away, getting gradually closer the ground and 
finally alighting thereon distance hundred yards more. One tried 
alight the back our auto seat but was too slippery and fell the 
ground. They seemed remarkably strong the wing for their first flight. 

The next sahuaro held family young Mexican Séreech Owls asio 
cineraceus). were three them, all well feathered but with considerable 
down still clinging them. parent was another hole the same cactus. 
set Ash-throated Flycatchers was found the same cactus. was hole 
arm and consisted four eggs with incubation well advanced. The nest 
was vile mess mixed furs, full vermin, which unceremoniously dumped. 
Other giants yielded two more sets Elf Owl, three each, and several nests 
young Gilded One nest four young Gila Woodpeckers was found 
and several young this species were seen flying about. spent the whole 


15. CLUMPS CHOLLA CACTUS; THE FAVORITE NESTING SITE 
OF PALMER AND BENDIRE THRASHERS 


day this fashion, skirting along the edge the mesquite forest for distance 
some six miles. That night camped close where took the first owl’s 
nest, intending into the forest the next day. 

Starting the break the morning the 24th stopped for water 
Mexican ranch and found inquiry that would have run back far 
Dos Reales, Indian village close San Xavier Mission. The name this 
village, translated into the English language, means Bits,” twenty-five 
cents. hardly seemed worth that sum. 

The mesquite forest Indian reservation, which accounts for the fact 
that not all cut off yet. The mesquite trees are wonders their kind. There 
were some whose trunks, the base, scaled over four feet diameter. The large 
bases branched few feet from the ground into several limbs fifteen eighteen 
inches diameter. The tallest reached height over sixty feet. The under- 
growth thick mass hackberry, with various thorny bushes growing 
close the ground. Meandering wood roads lead every direction and one can 
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never quite sure the right one. Into this tangled wildwood drove 
some four miles from the village. Then leaving our vehicle, began work 
across the forest, being careful work back the direction had come from 
have our auto tracks follow when were ready return. 

Least Vireo (Virco belli pusillus), Arizona Pyrrhuloxia sinu- 
ata), Western Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos leucopterus), Bullock Oriole 
bullocki), Warbler (Vermivora luciae), Vermilion Flycatcher 
(Pyrocephalus mexicanus), Gambel Partridge gambeli), Verdin 
(Auriparus flaviceps), Abert Towhee aberti), Long-tailed Chat 
swarms. White-winged Doves outnumbered any two 
Mourning Dove, Mexican Ground Dove, Ash-throated Flycatcher, and Arizona 
Hooded Oriole were very numerous. 


Fig. NEST PALMER CHOLLA CACTUS 


Cooper Tanager (Piranga rubra cooperi) and Baird Wren 
bewickii were also common and their cheery songs were very much 
evidence. Most these species had young. Phainopeplas and Cooper Tanagers 
were building. 

The bird were looking for was conspicuous its absence. That was the 
Mexican Goshawk (Asturina plagiata). walked miles back and forth but did 
not find single set, and saw but one bird. few Cooper Hawks (Accipiter 
cooperi) were seen, but none their nests were found, either. 

sets worth taking were found. Once, stooped under bush, little 
Mexican Ground Dove dropped feet and fluttered off. looked back and 
there was one young one nest against which had nearly butted head. 
Numerous nests young the three doves mentioned were examined with the 
purpose confirming observation had made the position the young 
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the nest. The young Mourning: Doves always face the same direction. 
Those the White-winged and Mexican Ground Doves always face opposite 
directions. would interesting know what position the young the 
Inca Dove have the nest. have figured out, they should both 
face the same direction like the Mourning Dove, not keep the ratio even but 
because many respects they remind very much the latter. have never 
found them nesting and consequently have data refer to. 

Leaving the forest about four M., frail bridge over the Santa Cruz 
River nearly precipitated into its muddy bottom. Mentioning this reminds 
interesting phenomenon have observed connection with the above 
named river. Going crossed from the left bank the right and followed 
level road for several miles. While walking found ourselves the left bank 
again without having recrossed the river. proved quite puzzle until 
discovered that disappeared underground and reappeared further down the 
shape springs. 

leaving the forest stopped look among some giant cactuses which 
covered small hill, for the nest pair Arizona Crested Flycatcher 


Fig. TYPICAL ELF OWL COUNTRY NEAR TUCSON. FLAT MESA, COVERED WITH 
CREOSOTE BUSHES, AND WITH SCATTERED CLUMPS GIANT CACTUS 


archus mexicanus magister). They did not seem have nest and knew 
was little early for them did not spend much time here, but pushed back 
toward Tucson. short distance from the village Dos Reales saw some 
Western Martins hovering around large branching sahuaro, delayed our 
departure and went over them. examined all the holes carefully, but nest 
building had not yet begun. However, secured nice set four Gilded Flicker 
which incubation had started. also found completed nest Arizona 
Crested Flycatcher but eggs. The presence snake skin the nest was 
itself sufficient distinguish this nest from that Ash-throat. The birds, 
also, were present. 

Continuing Tucson went through the town and about eight 
miles farther the east. Here camped just time get settled before 
was too dark see. Next morning pushed few miles the Rillito, 
stopping look some giant cactus. nice set four Elf Owl eggs was our 
first reward. Incubation was far advanced, and climbed ladder the 
female peeked out and snapped her mandibles. She retreated got closer 
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and was the eggs when felt the hole. They seem exhibit this uneasiness 
only when the eggs are highly incubated when there are newly hatched young, 
and not very frequently even then. When there are eggs and both birds the 
pair are the nest hole, one likely crawl the entrance and look out 
any intruder. such times they not snap their mandibles and, retreating, 
gradually fade out sight with movement slow scarcely perceptible. 

carried ladder the next cactus, Gambel Partridge flushed from 
under small mesquite, and glancing that way saw nest full eggs slight 
hollow the foot the mesquite and without any protecting cover. The twelve 
eggs contained were fresh. One them had two large claw holes and was 
partially dried up. The bird could heard calling near while was engaged 
photographing the nest and eggs. 

Climbing the next cactus cut into hole around which two Gila Wood- 
peckers were making big fuss. There was nothing it. think their 
habit dig fresh holes after raising their brood young. These fresh holes 
are not occupied that year but are made use the next year when the sap has 
had chance dry and form the hard lining which coats the inside all the 
cavities. have found but one fresh hole occupied nest. 

Farther found set five Ash-throated Flycatcher eggs just hatching. 
the was nest with young Mexican Screech Owls, how many 
not know, when first put hand into the hole one bit me. jerked 
hand out find covered with bedbugs all sizes, hundreds them. How 
did hustle get rid them, spending some ten minutes precious time care- 
fully examining see that not the smallest mite remained crawl. How the 
young owls could survive mystery me. think the hole must have become 
infected from bats which quite commonly roost such places. 

The next giant had Cactus Wren brunneicapillus couesi) nest 
it. large open cavity had been stuffed full the usual mass grass and 
feathers which constitutes this bird’s nest. There were three well incubated eggs 
unusually dark type. looked very odd see this nest such unusual 
situation. There were plenty normal nesting sites all around, too, and that 
such one should selected would probably have laid the eccentricity 
the individual bird. 

Crossing the Rillito went couple miles and examined several very 
tall sahuaros and took another set four Elf Owl, with incubation far advanced. 
also found young Mexican Screech Owl, Gilded Flicker and Gila Wood- 
pecker. 

were intending start for Tombstone that day could 
farther. Getting back Tucson, replenished our oil and gasoline and about 
ten started the homeward trail. terrific, hot wind was blowing which 
made driving very unpleasant. The heat caused some tire trouble did not 
stop for any collecting and about five o’clock reached the Empire Ranch again. 
Leaving here six-thirty the next morning stopped look through some 
mesquites, and secured set badly incubated eggs the Swainson Hawk 
(Buteo swainsoni), and one almost fresh Western Redtail (Buteo borealis 
calurus). May pretty late date for the latter have eggs. Both these 
nests were about fifteen feet small mesquites. 

crossing flat covered with sacaton grass saw and heard several 
Meadowlarks (Sturnella neglecta), and while watching them heard the unmis- 
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latus). spent some time looking for the nests the latter but was not success- 
ful. There were, apparently, two pairs them about one hundred yards apart. 
The occurrence this bird this season was very much surprise me. 
There were numerous Killdeer along small stream flowing from spring 
this flat, and walked quietly almost stepped one before she saw 
and left her nest and three pretty eggs. Several nests White-necked Raven 
about ready for eggs were found the mesquites, but were little early for 
eggs. Resuming our journey crossed through Mescal gap where saw 
Scott Orioles (/cterus parisorum) and Western Lark Sparrows (Chondestes 


grammacus strigatus), but were hurry reach the San Pedro river at~ 


Fairbanks for little collecting did not stop look for nests. arrived 


4 
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Fig. 18. NEST GAMBEL QUAIL, THE FOOT MESQUITE BUSH 


there about one and after lunch put the balance the day along the 
banks the river. small mixed grove cottonwoods and willows found 
two nests Traill Flycatcher with three fresh each. 
Also collected set four Lucy Warbler eggs from hole low dead willow 
stump. Incubation was far advanced. The female was flushed but did not make 
much demonstration and disappeared entirely before had finished taking 
photograph the nesting site. 

Sonora Yellow Warblers were quite numerous and took one set three 
eggs from nest fjfteen feet slender willow. Two nests young Costa 
Hummers (Calypte were also found here. One held newly hatched young 
and the other, young about grown. 


THE CONDOR Vol. XIV 


Crossing the river spent some time trying locate the nest Yellow- 
throat (Geothlypis trichas occidentalis) but without success. This bird was 
present all along the irrigating ditches, but the nests were well hidden could 
not locate single one. Western Blue Grosbeaks (Guiraca caerulea were 
seen several places among the willows which lined the irrigating ditches, but 

was too early for their nests. Sets Desert Song Sparrow 
melodia fallax) with four fresh eggs, low bush, and Bullock Oriole, five eggs, 
incubation begun, from nest hung the tip drooping willow branch, were 
our next finds. 

crowded way through dense thicket small willows there was 
flutter wings, and right under hand was nest Mexican Ground Dove 


with its two pretty eggs, nearly fresh. had just finished packing them and 


Fig. 19. NESTS SWAINSON HAWK MESQUITE. THE UPPERMOST 
THE OCCUPIED NEST 


started on, when single “quak” overhead made look just time 
Anthony Green Heron (Butorides virescens anthenyi) leave its nest twenty 
feet up, willow slender would scarcely hold weight climbed and 
collected the set five fresh eggs. While packing the eggs, heard hummer, 
and there, close by, was female Costa feeding two young nearly grown. 

was getting late, started back toward our machine. the way, 
George was delighted find nest Costa Hummer with two fresh eggs it. 
The nest was placed five feet drooping branch willow. located 
nest Western Blue Grosbeak almost completed. Vermilion Flycatchers were 
numerous but nearly all them had young. Long-tailed Chats and Sonora Red- 
wings phoeniceus sonoriensis) were common, but only partial sets 
either were found. Abert Towhee was just beginning nest also. 
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walked along under some tall cottonwoods flushed flock Turkey Buzzards 
(Cathartes aura septentrionalis) which made them their roosting place. There 
were close hundred them, and the air was black with their broad wings 
they swung round and round over the tops the trees. 

reached the machine just dusk and after hasty supper, loaded our 
baggage and started the last ten miles our trip, arriving Tombstone 
nine 

Our speedometer registered three hundred and seventy-five miles for the trip. 
While not expectations collecting trip, had been successful enough 
satisfactory, with variety enough make thoroughly enjoyable. 


PASSERELLA STEPHENSI MARIN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
JOSEPH MAILLIARD 
WITH THREE PHOTOS 


NTIL recently there has been sufficiently large series Passerella got- 
ten together California permit intelligent comparison the var- 
ious individuals collector might obtain. This lack material for com- 
parison has left him the dark subspecific determinations. But 

now, under the care the Museum Vertebrate Zoology, University Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley, there fine working series consisting specimens belong- 
ing the museum itself, and the Grinnell, Swarth and Morcom collections. 
These contain specimens Passerella taken many places the Pacific Coast, 
from Southern California far north Kotzebue Sound, Alaska, many 
them—notably the northern forms and stephensi—having been taken their 
breeding grounds either actually during the breeding season before the young 
were old enough migrate. 

Realizing this our opportunity, seemed time for undertake the 
difficult task identifying the various individuals this group our own col- 
lection (collection Mailliard, San Francisco), the majority which 
were migrants winter residents. Mr. Joseph Grinnell the Museum Ver- 
tebrate Zoology gave most generous assistance this work, and had 
personally collected many breeding specimens his assistance was especially valu- 
able. 

happens that very cold winters the Rancho San Geronimo, Marin 
County, California, have sometimes found, sort rocky mesa covered 
with dwarfed cypress, ceanothus and low, scrubby manzanita bushes, the top 
the range, form Passerella that differed from the commonly found winter 
forms having very heavy bill and being much lighter and more grayish 
coloration. Allen San Geronimo formerly known 
took quite few these times past and sold them eastern collectors 
megarhyncha—Thick-billed Sparrow—and far know they have 
always been accepted. fact this form mentioned the writer “Land 
Birds Marin County, Cal.” May, 1900, 62), under megarhyncha 
with comment since, and now the Third Edition 
the Check-List North American Birds such. There should 
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some these specimens collected Allen now the collections Wil- 
liam Brewster, Outram Bangs, Jonathan Dwight, Jr., and perhaps others. 

Never having seen true megarhyncha, the very large bills the Marin 
County individuals allayed all suspicion our part their being anything 
else, the name not being absolutely appropriate; and sure had 
been that these were this form that they were not included the lot taken 
over Berkeley for comparison with the series the museum there. 


Fig. 20. SPECIMENS STEPHENS AND THICK-BILLED SPARROWS: NO. 
Passerella stephensi FROM THE SAN BERNARDINO MOUNTAINS; 
NO. FROM THE SOUTHERN SIERRA NEVADA; 
NO. FROM MARIN COUNTY; NO. 
megarhyncha FROM PLACER COUNTY 
PHOTO BY JOS. MAILLIARD 
Our specimens from the Sierra Nevadas and foothills 
schistacea; but account the subspecific differences being entirely rela- 
tive one must have starting point for comparison, bald descriptions often 
fail convey the proper ideas. making comparison with the University 
California series found that while some our Sierra specimens taken 
the fall winter were actually schistacea, the breeding birds were 
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Upon ascertaining this compared our heavily billed winter visitants with 
those our own collection which were now properly identified, and while the 
resemblance stephensi came into mind, was dismissed accordance with 
the rule that migrating birds winter south their breeding grounds (with one 
two exceptions, 

Hence came the conclusion for the moment that there must undis- 
covered form breeding somewhere the north us. Our breeding birds from 
the Sierras were taken east and were true megarhyncha, above mentioned. 
could not look that direction for anything correspond. Now, after 
taking these Berkeley and going over them most carefully with Mr. Grinnell, 
are compelled place them with stephensi, this, far present known, 
making another exception the rule cited above. 

The accompanying photograph intended show the similarity the 


Fig. HOME STEPHENS FOX SPARROW MARIN COUNTY, 
CALIFORNIA. ROUGH HILLS COVERED WITH DWARFED CYPRESS 
AND CEANOTHUS AND MANZANITA BRUSH. 

PHOTO JOS. MAILLIARD 


bills stephensi taken their breeding grounds and one the examples from 
Marin County. Also shows the difference size between stephensi and megar- 
hyncha. No. was taken July 15, 1905, Mr. Grinnell, altitude 
7,500 feet, the San Bernardino Mountains, and rather worn plumage, 
but without any manner doubt. No. taken Taylor, 
July 21, 1911, also worn plumage, comes from altitude 9,000 feet the 
mountains southern Tulare County, where these birds were found breeding 
the west side the Sierras, and which constitutes the northernmost breed- 
ing station stephensi. No. from Marin County, and fresh fall plumage. 

These three specimens were selected for photographing account the 
bills being very nearly the same size, and the makeup the skins being such 
that the bills lie the same position all. No. have fair reason 
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believe was raised the spot where was taken, being one small flock 
saw while out deer hunting about the beginning September. These late sum- 
mer birds were, opinion, family whose parents had been crippled 
either Allen myself the previous winter, and apparently had bred there. 
They were not discovered early enough the season make this certain, but all 
our other specimens, and all those taken Allen, were winter specimens, found 
the range after heavy, cold storms the mountains, and especially during 
cold, snowy weather Marin County. have only nine these all, and for 
some reason all are females. 

No. this photograph breeding bird from Blue Canyon, Placer 
County, California, and true megarhyncha. While the bill this form 
larger than any other Passerella except stephensi, does not make much 


Fig. 22. HOME STEPHENS FOX SPARROW; NORTH SIDE TAHQUITZ 
PEAK, 8500 FEET, SAN JACINTO MOUNTAINS, SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. MOUN- 
TAIN SLOPES, COVERED WITH MANZANITA AND CHINQUAPIN; THE SCATTERED 
TREES ARE LODGE-POLE PINES AND SMALL SILVER FIRS. PHOTO FROM COL- 
LECTION UNIVERSITY CALIFORNIA MUSEUM VERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY. 


showing alongside the latter, and introduced into the picture show how 
great the difference is. 

last summer the range stephensi known was restricted the 
higher altitudes the southern parts the state—San Jacinto, San Bernardino, 
San Gabriel and Tejon mountains, while some fall specimens have been taken 
Santa Barbara County. the latter county Mr. Bowles thinks they may 
possibly breed, secured some specimens early September Little Pine 
Mountain. But this date too late prove that they breed there. During this 
last summer, however, Mr. Grinnell came across this form breeding, greatly his 
surprise, the west side the Sierras Tulare County, his northernmost take 
being not far from the southern boundary the Sequoia National Park, and 
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about the latitude southern Monterey. County. the east side the Sierras 
there were none, nor was any Passerella found far the Museum expedition 
went the north this limit. know that megarhyncha comes still farther 
north, but between Mt. Whitney and the southern half Tulare County there 

The situation now that stephensi has been found breeding far north 
above outlined Tulare County, possibly wintering Santa Barbara County, 
and occasional winter visitor Marin County, very much farther north. The 
distance from its next most northern record Marin County something like 175 
200 miles, least, with plains, lowlands, rivers bays cross, and with abso- 
lutely records between these extremes, making this situation extremely inter- 
esting one, and proving that there room for lot investigating this line. 
also apparently shows another exception the rule that birds not winter 
north their breeding grounds. 

The two photographs herewith presented are show the similarity the 
ground occupied stephensi its breeding range the San Jacinto Mountains 
and its wintering place Marin County. Both localities are rocky, waste areas, 
covered with cypress Marin County—which replaced chinquapin the 
breeding ground, though little this found Marin County also, and with 
ceanothus and manzanita both places. Marin the elevation which these 
birds are found about 1500 feet while their southern breeding grounds 
varies from 7000 9000 feet. Singularly state they are found Marin County 
only upon the very tops the ranges, and never even such small matter two 
three hundred feet below the tops, although the conditions may seem absolutely 
the same. 


NESTING THE CANADA GOOSE LAKE TAHOE 


MILTON RAY 
WITH FOUR PHOTOS BY THE AUTHOR 


ICHAEL RYAN, old settler Lake Valley, has assured that has 

noted geese nesting Rowland’s Marsh almost every spring since 

first came, thirty years ago. this may, failed record 

the bird trips through the marsh 1901, 1902, 1903 and 1906; and while 

large, noisy bird like the Canada Goose could hardly overlooked. must 

acknowledge not visiting some the sections the marsh where have since 
found rather common. 

first acquaintance with the goose was made the first June, 1909, 
when came upon pair the north end the marsh. The birds were very 
wild and kept well out gun range. searched the vicinity but failed locate 
any nest. Some days later learned that the keeper nearby resort had 
short time previously collected nest eggs the goose. These had 
hatched beneath domestic hen, and the young were successfully reared. feel 
quite sure was the parents which observed, and also feel rather certain 
was the only pair the marsh that year. 

arriving Bijou, May 20, 1910, was informed that geese had become 
more abundant than ever the marsh, and that residents who lived close had 
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been accustomed make frequent excursions late April and early May for 
the purpose collecting fresh goose eggs for use the table. Mr. Connolly 
Bijou, having permit, collected set which placed hatch under hen, 
but without success. Shortly after, the local game warden issued warning, and 
the rifling goose nests was stopped. 

Anxious learn something their nesting habits, and hoping might 
time find nest so, May found rowing the fresh water sloughs 
the marsh, unmindful the numerous terns, blackbirds, and other swamp 
denizens, quest for prospective home the goose. Nor was long 
without reward, for when about one hundred feet from little island that boasted 
few lodgepole pine saplings and one willow, goose rose from her nest, took 
short run, and rising with heavy flight and loud cries, flew out open water, 
where she was joined her mate. The cries the pair echoed loudly over 


Fig. 23. NEST CANADA DEAD MAN’S ISLAND, LAKE TAHOE. 
THE EGGS WERE COVERED WITH DOWN THE PARENT BIRD 
WHEN LEAVING THE NEST 


the marsh that seemed the whole region must awakened. 

Landing the island found the ground, the edge the willow, 
large built-up nest with seven almost fresh eggs. The nest was composed wholly 
dry marsh grasses and down, and measured twenty-two inches over all, while 
the cavity was eleven inches across and three inches deep. The eggs measured 
inches: 3.43x2.21, 3.40x2.21, 3.32x2.25, 3.31x2.22, 3.20x2.25, 3.13x2.25, 
3.06x2.15. They are dull yellowish white color, and shape vary from ovate 
elongate ovate. 

After row several miles noticed gander the offing, whose swimming 
circles and loud honking gave assurance that the nesting precincts another 
pair had been invaded. heavily timbered island, now close hand, seemed 
the most probable nesting place. This isle was swampy that most the 
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growth had been killed, and fallen trees, other impedimenta, and the icy water, 
made progress difficult. had advanced but short distance, however, when 
goose flushed from her nest the foot dead tree. This nest was very similar 
the first one found, and, like it, also held seven eggs, but these were consider- 
ably further along incubation. The set varies only slightly shape and color- 
ation from the first. The eggs, however, average considerably larger, measuring 
3.71 2.31, 3.68 2.34, 3.62 2.26, 3.48 2.31, 3.41 2.27, 3.31 2.25, 3.18 2.25. 

the homeward journey, while returning through the marsh different 
channel, beheld the snake-like head goose above the tall grass (for the 
spring had been unusually level tract some distance away. Approach- 
ing nearer, the bird took flight, and reaching the spot found third nest. 
contained five eggs all the point hatching, lost time allowing 
the parent return. 


a 


Fig. NEST CANADA GOOSE; ROWLAND’S MARSH, LAKE TAHOE 


Two days later, with Mr. Benjamin Thrasher, revisited the nest. Mr. 
Connolly Bijou held permit from the Fish Commission, and was desirous 
raising some the young birds, while saw opportunity getting series, 
perhaps, interesting photographs. Thrasher and came none too soon, for 
nearing the spot the goose went flapping over the ground, waterward, with four 
small goslings weakly following. These latter caught just before the edge 
the slough was reached. Together with the fifth, which, not entirely free 
from the shell, was the nest, they were placed box between the soft 
folds woolen blanket, and with much disconsolate peeping, were taken 
Bijou. 

Under the care Mrs. Connolly, whose previous experience raising tur- 
keys proved great help, the entire number were reared successfully, and soon 
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became objects considerable interest about the hotel grounds. The goslings 
ventured early little pond along the stream which courses lakeward from the 
meadow, and they grew older were found disporting themselves 
the crystal waters Tahoe wandering with complacent and impudent 
air about the lake village. While not wild, the birds were not particularly friendly, 
except Mrs. Connolly, for whom they displayed remarkable affection and whom 
they would follow almost everywhere. 

Unfortunately, before reaching goosehood one the band was killed 
dog, and another being stolen their number was reduced three. soon became 
necessary clip the wings the birds prevent them from taking flight. Mr. 
Heinemann took series photographs the young birds different dates, 
but unfortunately the entire box plates proved defective. This did not 
learn, however, until some time after our return San July. 
wrote Allen, photographer Bijou, who took the picture herewith shown. 
The birds were then two months old, one may get idea the astonishing 
rate which they grew. may add that Mr. Connolly found would 
unable keep the birds through the winter and they were shipped bird 
fancier his home southern 

The spring the present year (1911) was late that the previous 
year had been early, and rowed the marsh the morning May the 
shores route were covered snow, while such bitterly cold breeze was 
blowing that even ardent ornithological enthusiasm was somewhat chilled. 
reaching the marsh found snow about everywhere, pond lilies were just bud- 
ding beneath the water, marsh grass was timidly peeping the bare 
places where the snow had left, while tules, lying dead and mottled like the naked 
willows, showed evidence yet that the grip winter had been broken. 

the matter nesting, notwithstanding the lateness the season, found 
the geese farther advanced than last year; but attribute the later date last year 
the fact that most those found were doubt second sets. 

visited practically the same sections had previously, and found the 
birds had increased numbers. all located five nests, three six eggs, one 
seven and one five. The sets varied from those almost fresh those 
incubation was well advanced. situation and composition the nests, 
some which are herewith pictured, were nowise different from those 
1910. one instance the bird, before leaving, hurriedly covered the eggs with 
material the nest after the manner grebe. 

With the second nest found the parent goose was collected (weight 834 
but was unable secure the gander, the bird kept well out range. Wading 
frigid water and over snow-banks with shot-gun and camera, while most 
cutting wind blew off snow-covered hills and mountains, was experience 
not look forward repeating. half-past two approaching storm suggested 
the advisability hasty departure, which was not reluctant make. 

had heard another colony geese nesting Dead Man’s Isle, Emer- 
ald Bay, ten miles from Bijou, but rough weather prevailed most the time 
Tahoe did not take this trip the 25th May. Dead Man’s Isle only 
about eighth mile long, very narrow, rocky and precipitous. Trees are 
quite numerous, although there but little apparent soil, and they seemingly 
rise from crevices between the bare rock. Rather curiously, nearly all the com- 
mon species found around the are represented. winter, with the freezing 
over Emerald Bay, the island becomes virtually part the and 
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the spring, when the ice breaks up, such mammals happen find 
themselves isolated; and such these find the surrounding waters 
impassable barrier that the animal life limited. 

found the goose colony consist but single nest, placed the bare 
rock the foot giant Jeffrey pine near the water’s edge. was made entirely 
pine needles, with the usual down-lining, and held addled egg, while numer- 
ous empty shells lay strewn about. The parents were noticed about half mile 
down the bay. 

Two days later Rowland’s Marsh, located another goose nest with the 
small complement two eggs, one infertile and one from which the chick was 
just emerging. The nest was placed against fallen log, and besides the lining 
down was composed entirely chips pine bark, quantity which lay 


Fig. 25. NEST CANADA ROWLAND’S MARSH, LAKE TAHOE 


near. From the variety materia) used the composition the nests found, 
seems evident that the birds have little preference for any particular 
substance, but use that most easily available. 

the day after the arrival Messrs. Carriger and Littlejohn (June 5), 
tramp was taken along the Little Truckee River. This, ordinarily, stream 
moderate size, but now, with the rush water from fast melting snow, had 
become places wide half mile. Some distance this stream flushed 
pair geese, which from their actions judged have nest somewhere 
the immediate vicinity. After careful search came the conclusion that 
must lie somewhere group inaccessible islands now partially sub- 
merged the rapidly rising waters. Littlejohn followed the pair farther 
stream, and, losing them for time, was surprised see one suddenly take wing 
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with loud cry from one the lower limbs massive pine above his head. 
This was the only occasion which bird was seen alight tree. 

long day’s work the marsh )une revealed three more nests. The 
first these, one with six eggs, well incubated, was the most perfectly built nest 
the goose that have ever seen, being constructed with the care that most 
the smaller birds exercise. was made principally dry marsh grasses. The 
second nest held set five eggs, and was placed small willow little 
mound earth rising tule patch secluded portion the swamp. Dry 
tules entered largely into its composition. this instance the bird did not rise 
until were within twenty-five feet, although they usually flushed distance 
varying from forty one hundred feet. The last nest, found and collected 
Carriger, was deserted, having been flooded the recent rise water. The six 
eggs contained were addled. 

closing may say the recording the White-cheeked Goose (Branta 


Fig. 26. YOUNG CANADA GEESE, TWO MONTHS OLD. RAISED CAPTIVITY. 
LAKE TAHOE, CALIFORNIA 


canadensis occidentalis) Lake Tahoe (Pacific Coast Avifauna, No. 21), 
not being based, far have been able learn, aetual skin, seems very 
personally consider error. Regarding the specimen 
now number 17,224 the collection the Museum Vertebrate Zoology 
Berkeley, Mr. Grinnell writes follows: the identity the goose, 
not the White-cheeked Goose, has been generally supposed since the early 
writings Belding. have here what commonly called the White-cheeked 
Goose (B. occidentalis) from the Sitkan district. slightly smaller and 
very much darker than your bird. Your bird practically duplicate one 
have here from southern California, and which have always considered 
very close canadensis. other words, the breeding goose the Sierras 
(and probably all the lakes northeastern California) the Canada Goose 
(Branta canadensis least the closest any the described 
forms.” 
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FROM FIELD AND STUDY 


Cali Note the Female California September, through 
the Belvedere garden was suddenly interrupted the calling Quail cali- 
fornica), and shortly four these birds sailed across the road, scattering within few 
feet the observer. 

One bird lit the bare, horizontal trunk small live-oak and such manner 
permit the noting every plumage detail adult hen. cock soon came strut- 
ting along the gravelled path and, properly posing himself, gave the familiar call “all 
The supposed hen immediately replied like manner, and doing not only 
assumed the call pose the male, but also clearly showed the usual accompanying head 
and throat movements. The call was repeated several times, and the record positive. 

similar experience was enjoyed the same garden few years ago, and within thirty 
feet the foregoing observation, but unfortunately the details the record were lost 
the conflagration 1906. 

Were the females question favored with individual vocal gifts were they males 


The Winter Range the Yakutat Song report collection 
birds from the Sitkan district, Alaska, published the writer (Birds and Mammals 
the 1909 Alexander Alaska Expedition, Univ. Calif. Publ. Zool., vol. 1911, pp. 90, 91) 
melodia caurina was mentioned migrant the region. This impression 
was conveyed the sudden appearance the birds points where they had been ab- 
sent few days before, their presence during period about three weeks, and their 
subsequent disappearance; and still believe that these particular birds were transients, 
probably from points farther south. 

Soon after the appearance the paper referred above, companion -that 
trip, Mr. Allen Hasselborg, resident Juneau, expressed his belief me, letter, 
that was mistaken ideas, and that his certain knowledge song sparrows remained 
through the winter the beaches the vicinity Juneau and the adjacent islands. 
support his statement has just sent me, gift the University California 
Museum Vertebrate Zoology, eight song sparrows collected himself. These were all 
taken Admiralty Island: one Gambier Bay, November 27, 1911, the others Pybus 
Bay, one December three December 10, and one each December 11, 19, 
1911. 

the accompanying letter describes the beaches where the sparrows were found 
limestone formation, worn full little caves and crevices the action the 
water, and thus providing shelters for the birds. asserts that all such beaches 
the region, song sparrows are found throughout the winter; happened, the 
points visited early the season 1909 did not possess such features, hence the 
absence the birds. 

writes that the sparrows were distributed singly along the beaches intervals 
about two hundred yards, were exceedingly fat, and had their stomachs filled with 
mass unrecognizable slimy matter from the beach. 

The eight birds collected (nos. 21292-21299, Univ. Calif. Mus. Vert. Zool.) are all 
examples the Yakutat Song Sparrow melodia caurina). One them its 
brown coloration not typical, varying decidedly the direction rufina; but the longer 
and more slender bill, larger size, and duller browns, all indicate closer relation- 
ship caurina. 

The facts thus far accumulated make seem probable that the breeding song spar- 
row the Sitkan district, Melospiza rufina, leaves the northern part this region 
entirely winter. Just how far north does winter not known. The Yakutat Song 
Sparrow (M. caurina) shown winter least far north Juneau, and has 
recently been taken far south Humboldt Bay, California (see Grinnell, xm, 
1910, 174) is, course, looked for all intermediate points. Its center abun- 
dance during the winter months not known.—H. S.. 


Unusual Nesting Date Mourning December 1911, while pruning 
orange tree, accidentally discovered nest Zenaidura macroura 
taining two eggs too far advanced incubation save. One the parent birds was 
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found dead the ground under the tree, having beyond doubt been suffocated during 
the previous week while the grove was being fumigated, were considerable number 


Notes from the San Joaquin (Herodias egretta). the latter part 
October and along until about the middle November this past fall (1911) flock 
Egrets (Herodias egretta), consisting some thirty individuals, took its abode 
the Rancho Dos Rios, near the mouth the Tuolumne River, Stanislaus County, Califor- 
nia. The receding flood waters the summer had left several shallow ponds the 
lowlands, and the Egrets would stand these for hours, feeding, probably, what few 
small fish were unable escape. other times they would retire plowed field and 
stand around that for long periods, perhaps perch some dead water oaks near this 
field, giving beautiful effect snow covered tree summer against dark green 
background. 

When the water these ponds evaporated almost nothing, perhaps because all 
the minnows were caught, the Egrets wended their way elsewhere, and but one two 
have been evidence since. This the largest flock have ever seen, and 
hoped sign the species being the increase. 

Lincoln and Forbush Sparrows (Melospiza lincolni lincolni and ‘striata). One 
hardly associates these sparrows with the idea flocks, but during the last days 
December, 1911, and through January, 1912, sufficient number these birds call 
“flock” have congregated small area the Rancho Dos Rios. Usually they are only 
met with singly pairs, but this particular spot one two flush out the tall grass 
every step two. The grass very rank and three four feet long, partially fallen, 
full and damp underneath, being land that overflowed every summer high 
water. 

very difficult get more than glimpse the birds such place; but four 
specimens were taken without moving more than twenty feet, some them flew into 
the branches some scrubby willows and hesitated moment too long before 
MAILLIARD. 


The Evening Grosbeak Humboldt County, California—It was May 
1911, early the forenoon; the day was dark and cloudy, with occasional heavy showers 
break the monotony. was passing through spruce grove the very edge the 
bay, some six miles east Eureka. While listening the scratching towhee, 
attention was called the unmistakable call note the Evening Grosbeak. was faint, 
owing the distance and the rustling branches. 

Traveling the direction the call, soon came under several tall pines, which 
were number the Evening Grosbeaks. Such busy lot had never before seen. They 
were first hanging cone, then hidden sort mistletoe, from which they invari- 
ably flew nearby branch. There they paused second and again resumed position 
the cone within reaching distance it. This seemed their chief attraction. 

One flew out the open air, then circled and lit branch not over twenty 
feet from where was standing. seemed looking me, and sat very still for 
few moments, then got busy any the others, seemingly satisfied with what had 
seen. There were upwards twenty feeding the tops the nearby trees. 

secured two specimens, male and female. They proved the Western Evening 
Grosbeak (Hesperiphona vespertina montana).—C. 


The Anthony Vireo (Vireo huttoni four five years ago 
while passing over wooded ravine, heard unfamiliar “tchweet, tchweet.” dis- 
tance the sound not unlike “sweet, nearer approach grows more liquid. 
The bird eluded all efforts obtain description it, save that the song came from 
tiny throat. 

Each succeeding spring followed day after day for weeks “tchweet, tchweet.” 
learned that once located the song, might expect daily the same vicinity for 
many weeks. also learned that the bird gave its full succession notes, might not 
hear again for many minutes. The interval might prolonged into hour, but the 
song was sure come. the height the home building season, Anthony may repeat 
his tchweet,” nearly 200 times succession. Ordinarily twenty less will sat- 
isfy him. 
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singer was tiny and the woods loved dense that was easy for him 
elude close investigation, came call him little “sweet, sweet, sweet.” The 
school children frequently said: “Miss Getty, what bird says, ‘sweet, sweet, sweet’?” 
redoubled efforts satisfy them and me. 

the land birds this region, one after another, became familiar me, the process 
exclusion concluded that “sweet, sweet, must the Anthony Vireo, but hesi- 
tated give convictions others until last summer. 

was making bird excursion company with Mr. Brown, ornithologist 
Tacoma, the vicinity that city, when found the most artistic nest have ever seen. 
The dainty bird was upon the nest, and contained but one egg. This was the 5th June, 
1910. the 7th, Mr. Brown collected with three eggs, raising the record one egg. 
this time, there had been but one nesting record for this bird—the one described 
Mr. Bowles Birds Washington and Hand-Book Birds the Western United 
States. The nest owned .Bowles contained but two eggs. 

had been detailed Mr. Brown watch Hermit Warbler’s nest for couple 
hours. this interval, Anthony came singing several times; when Mr. Brown 
found the nest the vicinity, the secret “sweet” was truly out. 

Another woodland song was just exasperating its solution. “Chip, chip, chip”, 
came from the tree tops the thickets. usually came ears later the season. 
That is, heard summer song. did not appear call note the half grown 
birds, but rather part the general mature joy the woods. clear and strong was 
the note that concluded must come from the throat finch, whose language had 
not yet learned. 

This summer, while crossing Anthony’s haunts, heard the familiar “chip, chip, chip”. 
Upon the top second growth fir sat Anthony repeating over and over “chip”, when sud- 
denly changed “tchweet”. The following day heard him alternate “tchweet” with 
“chip,” give two notes one one the other, according his fancy. has another 
sweet note which sometimes gives when distress. 

the 23rd June, 1910, while following pair Blackheaded Grosbeaks into fir 
thicket Kirkland, suburb Seattle, came upon Anthony Vireo nest with the male 
bird upon it. contained four eggs, thus raising the record where now stands. 
the 23rd June this year found another nest about mile from last year’s. con- 
tained four eggs. 

addition these, found several nests either unoccupied just building. The 
female exceedingly sensitive. Her peevish “ank, ank, ank”, from the thickets may mean 
one several things, namely, she may hunting home site, building, incubating, feed- 
ing young the trees. She reminds adolescent school girl who screams upon any 
and all occasions for the mere pleasure being actively protected. her cry alarm, 
the male almost certain appear. Sometimes sings quiet and reassure her. Again 
comes almost the bird-lover, looks him earnestly the eye though would deter- 
mine the intruder’s mission there. nest found before contains eggs likely 
deserted. 

Although the Anthony Vireo still deserves the title “Sphinx the Forest” given 
Mr. Dawson, have data enough arrive certain conclusions. This year early June, 
saw pair defending young large themselves. the same time other pairs were 
building incubating. This would indicate late April set, or, two sets season. 

While not limited botanically, the birds appear favor second growth fir. the seven 
nests seen situ, five were attached fir branches from six fifteen feet high 
and from one-eighth one-half mile from lake. The nest most artistically constructed 
lichens, usually some species usnca. The lining made grass stems. The nest 
hangs from forking twigs. 

Little Anthony resident here. His song season unusually long. The bird clans 
are gathering preparatory making their yearly social assemblages their migrations. 
While most them today, August 13, chatted sweetly with one another, Anthony sang 


The Costa Hummingbird.—This bright-colored little bird is, with the exception 
the Black-chinned Hummingbird, our most common member this family this part 
San Diego County. Individuals are first noticed the spring the forepart 
the month April, and are most often found the brushy hillsides where there are plenty 


THE CONDOR Vol. 


flowers among which they can disport themselves and from which they secure the nectar 
and small insects which compose most their food supply. 

Unlike the Black-chinned Hummingbird their larger cousin, the Anna Hummingbird, 
they seem enjoy each company, and nothing unusual find them almost 
colonies, many five nests being located radius fifty feet unusually well sit- 


For the most part they are quiet; but prior the nesting season short time are quite 
noisy, chasing each other up, down and around through the surrounding bushes and trees. 
Their note consists few sharp squeaks, given out more often when very rapid flight 
than otherwise. During the breeding season the male has very peculiar way disporting 
himself before the female. When locates his mate sitting tree, more often 
low bush, will ascend elevation about one hundred feet and one side the 
female and will then turn and swoop down fearful speed, passing perhaps within few 
inches the watching female and ascending the air complete half circle. This 
keeps until the female becomes impatient and endeavors escape; then perhaps all that 
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FEMALE COSTA HUMMINGBIRD; NEST LEMON- 
TREE AT ESCONDIDO, APRIL, 1911 


one will see streak, and sharp squeak two heard they flash the hillside. 
The noise that the male makes doing his fancy dive easily heard some distance and 
quite often heard when the bird himself not visible account the extreme speed 
which travels his downward plunge. 

For nesting places Costa Hummingbirds most commonly select some bush cliff, 
steep bank hillside, but they are also found nesting the orange and lemon groves, 
olive trees, dead cockle burrs river bottom dead trees; fact they seem 
prefer dead limb rather than live one for nesting site. think that due the 
fact that the nesting material they use harmonizes better with the dead branches. 

The nest made plant down and weed leaves principally, bound together with cob- 
webs and lined with plant down and occasional feather. typical nest measures: inside 
depth, one half inch; outside depth, one and one-quarter inches; inside diameter, three- 
fourths inch; outside diameter, one and one-half inches. The female selects the nest- 
ing site and far have observed, does all the work it, also all the incubating, the 
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male being very rarely ever seen after commences. Incubation takes period 
from nine ten days and seemingly starts with the first egg, since several nests 
watched the eggs did not hatch the same day, but were usually one day apart. one 
instance, however, there was interval over two days between the hatching the two 
eggs. The eggs are two number, white, and set taken typical measures .52 .32, and 
.35 inches. 


Fig. 28. FEMALE COSTA HUMMINGBIRD; NEST OAK 
TREE ESCONDIDO, MAY, 1911 


The young when first hatched look like couple black bugs; but they grow very fast 
and from ten fourteen days they leave the nest. They are for time far from self- 
supporting. difficult determine just how long they are dependent their parents. 
The wonderful construction the nest shown seeing two youngsters almost large 
the old bird occupying the same nest; the nest does not break but keeps expanding 


Early Nesting Allen Hummingbird Santa Barbara.—The past winter has been 
unusually warm and dry southern California, and far 1912 has been like mid-summer. 
Consequently was not surprised, while walking one our many little canyons, find 
nest containing two well incubated eggs the Anna Hummingbird (Calypte anna). This 
was February 10, certainly was surprised, some hundred yards farther along, 
come upon Allen Hummingbird (Selasphorus alleni) gathering nesting material. The 
nest was soon located, about six feet tiny live-oak, and upon returning the 13th 
found contain two fresh eggs. Only short distance from this one found another 
nest alleni the 13th containing two slightly incubated eggs, while the 14th Mr. 
Leon Dawson found still another that was ready for eggs. These last two nests were 
very typical situations, blackberry vines that hung suspended over steep bank the 
edge running stream. may additional interest state that the middle Feb- 
ruary has previously been earliest record for the Allen Hummer its arrival from the 


south.—J. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES AND NEWS 


The report the Business Managers for 
1911 show the finances the Cooper Club 
better condition than ever before. This 
gratifying condition affairs reflects great 
credit upon Messrs. Law and Chambers, 
well upon Mr. Howell, who has ren- 
dered important assistance the campaign 
for increased income. 

The following summary the Business 
Manager’s report drawn Mr. Cham- 
bers: 


Cash balance hand Jan. 11, 1911..$ 163.97 


Dues received during the year ....... 710.13 
Subscriptions during the year ...... 204.10 
Received from sale 
Received from sale 124.90 
Received from advertising .......... 38.50 

Expenses printing 712.82 
Other expenses connected with 191.93 

Receipts for future business ........ 154.20 


Mr. Adriaan van Rossem now located 
San Salvador, Salvador, A., where will 
remain for extended period bird work. 
will pay especial attention the transients 


and visitants from northern North 
America. 


MINUTES COOPER CLUB 
MEETINGS 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 


December meeting the 
Southern Division the Cooper Ornitho- 
logical Club was held Thursday evening, 
the 28th, the office Lelande, no. 
246 Wilcox Building, Los Angeles, with 
President Morcom the chair and the fol- 
lowing members present: Messrs. 
Linton, Loye Holmes Miller, Perez, 
Guy Rich, Howard Robertson, George 
Willett, Law. 

The minutes the November meeting 
were read and approved. motion Mr. 
Robertson, seconded Mr. Miller and duly 
carried, the Secretary was instructed cast 
the unanimous ballot those present electing 
active membership Messrs. Sherwood Cof- 
fin, Chas. Whitcher, Mrs. Fox, Miss 
Sarah Atsatt, Miss Elizabeth 
Messrs. Stevens, and Wm. Strong, 
nominated previous meeting. 

Applications were presented 
Frank Phelps, no. 212 4th St., Elyria, 
Ohio, proposed Lee Chambers; Lloyd 
Servis, Stockdale Ranch, Bakersfield, Calif., 
proposed Douglas; Frank Renick, 
1424 Belmont Ave., Seattle, Wash., proposed 
Hooper Bowles. 

motion Mr. Robertson, seconded 
Mr. Willett and duly carried, the resignation 
Mr. Wm. Holt was ordered laid the 
table. 

The Secretary read the minutes the 
Northern Division, also recent query re- 
gard the Crow, mailed Henry Hen- 
shaw, Chief the Biological Survey, 
Department Agriculture. The circular asks 
number questions regard present 
status the crow, and members will well 
procure this circular and furnish such data 
they may have. 

The meeting then proceeded nomination 
officers for 1912, resulting follows: for 
President, Frean Morcom, nominated 
Messrs. Willett and Lamb; for Vice-Presi- 
dent, Lelande, nominated Messrs. 
Robertson and Miller; for Secretary, 
Law, nominated Messrs. Willett and Rob- 
ertson. 

motion Mr. Willett, seconded Mr. 
Miller, and carried, vote 
thanks was extended Messrs. Chambers 
and Howell for their active and successful 
work increasing the membership the 
Club. 

motion Mr. Miller, seconded Mr. 
Lamb, sincere vote thanks was extended 
Mr. Howard Robertson for his work 
connection with the establishment the new 
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Museum. This has been exceptional value 
and one the elements that make the 
future the Club especially bright.—J. 
Law, Secretary. 


Cooper Ornithological Club was held Thurs- 
day evening, January 25, 1912, Room 246, 
Wilcox Building, President Morcom 
chair, with the following 
Appleton, Blaine, Daggett, Fischer, Howell, 
Alphonse Jay, Lamb, Lelande, Miller, Pinger, 
Rich, Robertson, and Willett. Mr. Mershon, 
author “The Passenger Pigeon,” was pres- 
ent visitor. Mr. Lelande was requested 
act temporary Secretary. The minutes 
the December meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

motion Miller, seconded Willett, 
the Secretary was requested cast the bal- 
lot for the officers nominated the Decem- 
ber meeting. Complying with this motion, the 
Secretary announced that had cast ballot 
for Frean Morcom for President, 
Lelande for Vice-President, Law for 
Secretary, and they were duly declared elect- 
serve for the ensuing year. 

The following applicants for membership, 
whose names were proposed the Decem- 
ber meeting, were motion Willett, duly 
seconded and adopted, declared 
the Cooper Club: Frank Phelps, Lloyd 
Servis, and Frank Renick. Proposals for 
membership were received follows: Ches- 
ter Stock, 492 7th St., San Francisco, 
proposed Taylor; Harry Hatha- 
way, South Auburn, Rhode proposed 
Vine Crest Ranch, Sunnyside, Washington, 

Resignations members Louis Mitchell 
and Chas. Piper Smith were read, and 
motion Robertson, duly seconded and 
adopted, said resignations were accepted. 

The Secretary read the report Treasurer 
Chambers for the year ending December 31, 
1911. Owing the care taken the prepara- 
tion the report, which contained detailed 
account all the business transacted during 
1912, Robertson moved, seconded Miller, 
that vote thanks extended Mr. 
Chambers, and that Secretary forward 
report the Northern Division. 

Swarth, Secretary the Northern Division, 
suggesting that the Southern Division select 
committee five act conjunction with 
like committee appointed the Northern 
Division, for the purpose co-operating for 
the protection and conservation wild life 
California. President Morcom selected the 
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following members act upon said sugges- 
tion: Messrs. Daggett, Robertson, Law, 
let and Lelande. 

After enjoyable discussion upon various 
bird topics, the meeting was adjourned.—H. 
J. LeLanpve, Secretary, pro tem. 


NORTHERN DIVISION 


January meeting the 
Northern Division was held the Museum 
Vertebrate Zoology, Berkeley, Saturday 
evening, the 20th, with Vice-President Carri- 
ger the chair and the following members 
present: Miss Atsatt and Miss Heald, and 
Messrs. Boyce, Carriger, Gifford, Grinnell, 
and Swarth. Mr. Chandler was vis- 
itor. The minutes the December meeting 
were read and approved, followed the 
Southern Division December minutes. The 
following were elected membership: Sher- 
wood Coffin, San Francisco, Wm. 
Strong, San Jose, Calif.; Stevens, Alva, 
Oklahoma; Welch, Long Beach, Calif. 
New names were presented follows: 
Hathaway, South Auburn, Rhode Island, pro- 
posed Newbury; Chester Stock. San 
Francisco, proposed Taylor; and 
Clarence Kennedy, Sunnyside, Washing- 
ton, proposed McAtee. 

The following motion was made Mr. 
Taylor, seconded Mr. Grinnell, and duly 
carried: That five persons appointed 
the President serve for the Northern Divi- 
sion standing Committee the Con- 
servation Wild Life, and that the appoint- 
ment similar committee suggested 
the Southern Division. The functions such 
committee be, general, follows: 

(1) co-operate with the State Fish and 
Game Commission its efforts secure bet- 
ter legislation and better enforcement ex- 
isting statutes, with regard the wild life 
the state. 

(2) co-operate with the better element 
the sportsmens’ organizations their ef- 
forts maintain far sighted conservaticn 
policy with regard game animals. 

(3) co-operate with the Audubon Soci- 
ety other organizations interested the 
protection not only game but also non- 
game birds and animals. 

(4) co-operate, far the State 
California concerned, with the Federal 
Bureau Biological Survey its work along 
lines wild animal conservation. 

(5) work all times the end that 
enlightened public sentiment with regard 
the subject stimulated and brought 
bear upon problems arising connection with 
the conservation wild life. 
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Mr. Grinnell spoke the distribution 
hummingbirds California, illustrating his 
talk with specimens, and with maps showing 
the ranges the breeding species—H. 
Secretary. 


February meeting the 
Northern Division was held the Museum 
Vertebrate Zoology Saturday even- 
ing, February 17. President Coggins was 
the chair, and the following mem- 
Heald, and Messrs. Carriger, Gifford, 
Grinnell, Taylor, and Swarth. 
utes the January meeting were read, fol- 
lowed the Southern Division January min- 
utes. The following new were 
elected: Hathaway, Chester Stock, and 
Kennedy. New names presented for 
membership are: Miss Anna Head, Berkeley, 
presented Mr. Grinnell; Miss Margaret 
Wythe, Oakland, presented Bryant; 
and George Stone, South Pasadena, pre- 

Mr. Taylor, Chairman the Committee 
Conservation Wild Life, gave verbal re- 
port the activities the Committee. The 
election editor and business managers 
for 1912, nominations 
already been made the officers both 
divisions, gave the following results: Editor, 
Grinnell; Business Managers, Eugene 
Law and Lee Chambers. letter was 
read from the secretary the Pacific Coast 
Association Scientific Societies, appointing 
Taylor, representing the Cooper Club, 
member committee acting for the 
Association auxiliary promoting con- 
ventions scientific and learned organiza- 
tions San Francisco during the Exposition 
year 1915. 

Mr. Grinnell gave brief talk present 
conditions the Imperial Valley, and the 
birds seen there, observed recent 
visit, while the Agricultural Demonstration 
Train. Adjourned.—H. Secre- 
tary. 


COMMUNICATION 


APROPOS THE NEWLY ESTABLISHED PERMANENT 
COMMITTEES THE COOPER CLUB FOR THE 
CONSERVATION WILD LIFE. 

Conservation has this time come rep- 
issues great importance the best good 
the people, and coming realized that 
the principle should extended cover 
other things than forests and water power. 

Not the least these the wild-life the 
community. The presence within state 


country native species birds, mammals, 
and fishes, while is, the one hand, 
distinct esthetic asset, has the other 
definite money value. commonwealth 
like California the possibilities the ideal 
conservation song and game birds and 
game and non-game mammals and fishes are 
tremendous. Our wild animals include some 
the most attractive game species, well 
scores other forms intrinsically the 
highest scientific and popular interest. 

The history California shows, does 
the history almost every other state and 
nation, woeful lack foresight with regard 
the conservation natural resources 
general, and game particular. short 
life-time (fifty-five years) ago, the flesh 
the prong-horned antelope was the cheapest 
meat San Francisco, sea otter skins were 
had comparatively cheaply, and elk were 
not uncommon throughout Northern Cali- 
fornia. 

The advance civilization tends, course, 
crowd out various wild species. This makes 
the problem their perpetuation more diffi- 
cult, and consequently more important 
considered. 

Among the agencies which have worked for 
the conservation wild life the State Fish 
and Game Commission. This organization has 
done good work particularly difficult 
field. But state commission can ahead 
public sentiment, which often appears not 
particularly interested the problems 
which here concern us. 

would seem that the Cooper Ornitholog- 
ical Club has distinct opportunity serve 
the state along these lines. The committee 
appointed the Northern Division should 
co-operate with the committee the South- 
ern Division, the end that the entire Ciub 
may work efficiently for (1) more wide- 
spread interest the conservation the wild 
life, (2) enlightened game legislation with 
regard thereto, and (3) better enforcement 
protective laws already existing. 

Furthermore, the interest the Club 
the matter should broad enough include 
not only birds, but other forms, and should 
keen sympathize with and actively 
support similar work carried elsewhere, 
the Federal Bureau Biological Survey. 

The possibility accomplishment these 
permanent committees large. When 
considered that the Cooper Club one the 
most promising bird organizations North 
America, and that includes men influ- 
ence many fields commercial and schol- 
astic activity, must conceded that may 
become potent factor for progress along the 
lines 


For Sale, Exchange and Want this space members the 
Cooper Club are allowed one notice about words each issue free charge. 
Books and magazines can offered for sale exchange; bird skins and eggs can 


offered exchange, but sale. 
side only clean sheet paper. 
Eagle Rock, Los Angeles Co., Cal. 


For SALE.—As new prepaid: vols. 
two vols. book, the lot for $4.50; Proceed- 
ings the Biological Society Washington, 


vols. 15, 16, 17, 18, bound cloth, per vol. $1.25; 
North ‘American Wild (Elliot) $1.50; 
Shore Birds $1.50; 


Camps and Cruises Ornithologist (Chap- 
man) $1.75.—W. Fort Collins, 
Colorado. 

Hudsonian Godwit, Eski- 
Curlew and certain the Grouse; Parts 
and ‘‘Birds North and Middle 
paper covers preferred.—A.B. Covina, 
California. 

WANTED.—The Auk, vols. and The Nid- 
ologist, no. The Osprey, vol. no.10, 

For SALE.—Nidologist, vols. 1-4 complete 
with indexes, bound one volume; Cook’s 
Birds Michigan, paper; Pacific Coast Avifauna 
No, paper; extra copies Nidologist, differ- 
ent, some rare; extra copies various num- 
perfect condition. exchanges.—E.S. 
193 10th St., Eugene, Oregon. 

WANTED.—Of the Utica Oologist, the follow- 
ing back numbers for which will pay the high- 
est cash price, viz: Volume 11, nos. 
Lacon, Jil. 

WANTED.—Cosmopolitan for July, August, 
September, October, and November, 1910. Will 
pay reasonable cash For- 
REST, 261 Locust Ave., Washington, Penn. 

For Taylor has few 
more books dispose greatly reduced 
prices.—Mrs. Alameda, Calif. 

Power Boat Flyer will make 
extended trip Lower California waters 
about April 1912 (sailing date subject 
pleasure passengers); two berths taken; six 
more open. Collectors desiring make the 
trip notify early possible. will 
visit any locality desired collectors while 
these waters. The Flyer years old, feet 
long, feet beam. Equipped with sails and 
new cyl. Standard Gas Engine; 
speed tests with engine half open), miles, 
hours. Charge for this trip very reason- 
able. This isa trip worth while. Write 
Linton, 125 Ocean Ave., Long Beach, Calif. 

WANTED—Wilson Bulletin Oologist, 
Utica, Y., vol. complete; II, III, 
IV, complete; complete; Bulletin the 
Cooper Ornith. Club, vol. odd nos. LEE 
CHAMBERS, Rock, Los Angeles Co., Cal. 

WANTED—Ornithologist Oologist, vol. 13, 
no. Feb. 1888; Osprey WID- 
MANN, 515 Von Versen St. Louis, Mo. 


Notices must written plainly, one 
For this department address LEE CHAMBERS, 


For ExcHANGE—O. vol. 17, nos. 
inclusive; Journ. Maine Orn. Soc., vol. no. 
Birds Wheeler Survey; publications 
the California Academy Sciences; Catalog 
Water Birds California, Bryant; Catalog 
Birds Lower California, Bryant; Additions 
Ornithology Guadalupe Island, Bryant. 
Also 391 1-4, 122 5-4, 3461-2. Will exchange 
above for sets. Send lists. 
Dixon, Calif. 

WANTED—Audubon Ornith. Biography, vols. 
Nuttall, Manual, 1840, vols.; Bull. 
Cooper Club, no. Bird Lore, vol. II, no. 
and others. Also bird skins. 
Grosse Ile, Mich. 


For ExcHANGE—A. Nos. 1-4, 1-4; 
1-2; 1-1; 1-3; (85) 1-1; 202 1-4; 201 1-5; 
263 1-4; 329 1-2: 339 1-3; 342 1-2; 346 1-2; (359.1) 
1-5; 389 1-4; 390 1-7; 1-5; 412a 1-7; 467 1-4; 
477 1-5; 487 1-4; 498 1-4; 1-2; 511b 1-4; 517 
1-3; 529 1-4; 5491-4; 550 1-4; 560 1-4; 
563 1-4; 581 1-4; 587 1-3; 598 1-4; 608 1-2; 624 1-4; 
648a 1-3; 659 1-4; 673 1-4; 674 1-5; 681 1-4; 687 
704 1-4; 721 1-6; 735a 1-4; 755 1-4; Wandering 
Albatross 1-1; Rock-hopper Penguin, single; 
King Penguin 1-1, end blown. JoHN FLAN- 
AGAN, Weybosset St., Providence, 


BIRD FOLKS 


Will find complete outfits for Camp- 
ing and Tramping under our big 
roof. 
CLOTHING 
FOOTWEAR 
EQUIPMENT 
Small calibre guns and amunition, game 


bags and carriers. Kodaks and 
Photo Material. 


The Wm. Hoegee Co., Inc. 
Greatest Sporting Goods House the Pacific Coast 


Phones Home 10087; Main 8447 
138-142 South Main St., Los Angeles 


Handbook Birds 


THE 
Western United States 
FLORENCE MERRIAM BAILEY 
With thirty-three full-page plates Louis Agassiz 


Fuertes, and over six hundred cuts the text. 


THIRD EDITION Revised 
$3.50 Net. Postpaid, $3.69 


Houghton Mifflin Company 
Park Street Boston, Mass. 


BIRD LORE 


The 


plates, Louis Agassiz 


Fuertes, illustrating the 
the only publication 
the United States devoted 


Sparrows North 


twenty-sixth year. you Color 
are interested, subscribe 
now. Only Fifty Cents cents copy $1.00 year 


per year. 


Appleton Co. 


Harrisburg, Pa. York City 


The Oologist, 


Lacon, 


When replying to advertisements please mention THE CONDOR. 


